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PARABLE OR PARADOX?
INTERPRETING PARABLES OF GERMAN JEWISH MODERNISM

Abstract

German Jewish modernism witnessed an infusion of parabolic energy, exemplified by writings of Franz Kafka, Martin
Buberand Walter Benjamin, as well as by translations of Hasidic Tales, Chinese parables, and Hebrew and Yiddish stories
by Shmuel Yosef Agnon and Isaac Leib Peretz. This presentation brings together diverse Gleichnisse to demonstrate a
methodology for interpreting parabolic style in modernism as a vital mode of writing, reading and teaching.
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